
Belhaven Town Council Meeting 
Minutes – May 11, 2009 

Regular Session 
Call to Order/Invocation/Pledge of Allegiance 
The Town Council of the Town of Belhaven met in regular session at the Boyette Civic 
Center at 257 W. Pungo Street on Monday, May 11, 2009.  Mayor Adam W. O’Neal 
called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. with the following Council members present:  
Steve W. Carawan, J. Nelson Guy, Mayor Pro-Tem; Howard D. Moore, McKee “Mac” 
Pigott and Robert L. Stanley.  Town Manager, Dr. Guinn Leverett was also present.  
Town Clerk Marie J. Adams was not present at the meeting.  Mayor O’Neal recognized 
and introduced Mr. Johnny Donnell Clark, Deacon with Hoggard’s Temple Church of 
God in Christ who gave the invocation and led the Pledge of Allegiance.   
 
Approval of Minutes – April 27, 2009 
Mayor O’Neal stated that the minutes of the April 27, 2009 regular session were open for 
review and adoption.  There being no corrections to the minutes, Councilman Carawan 
made the motion to approve the April 27, 2009 minutes.  Councilman Stanley seconded 
the motion which carried unanimously. 
 
Public Comments 
Mayor O’Neal recognized the following: 
Mr. Thomas Selby who stated that he would like to sponsor a gospel concert on Saturday, 
September 5, to involve the youth, at Northside Park.   Mr. Selby was directed to 
coordinate this event with Town Manager Leverett.  Mr. Johnny Donnell Clark thanked 
the Mayor and Council and the public in general for the successful fundraiser that was 
recently held to support the local Boys and Girls Club for their trip to Kings Dominion. 
 
Introduction of New Finance Officer and Adoption of Banking Resolution – 
Authorizing Kyle J. DeHaven, Finance Officer to Access Accounts 
Mayor O’Neal introduced Mr. Kyle J. DeHaven as the Town’s new full-time Finance 
Officer.  Mayor O’Neal stated that Mr. DeHaven was an East Carolina University 
Graduate and has had experience with grant writing.  Mayor O’Neal stated that Mr. 
DeHaven should be included on the Town’s banking resolution with Southern Bank in 
order to take care of day to day business for the Town.  Following some discussion, 
Councilman Pigott made the motion to adopt the following banking resolution.  
Councilman Moore seconded the motion which carried unanimously.  (Insert) 
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Lucky Ducky Regatta 
Mayor O’Neal recognized Ms. Arden Root, Executive Director of the Pungo District 
Hospital Foundation.  Ms. Root requested use of Wynne’s Gut for the Lucky Ducky 
Regatta, an annual fundraising event for the foundation.    Ms. Root stated that she 
needed permission to run the regatta from the mouth of Wynne’s Gut (on town property) 
to its’ northern end on Friday, July 3 from about 5 PM to 6 PM.   Councilman Carawan 
made the motion allowing Pungo District Hospital Foundation permission to use 
Wynne’s Gut on Friday, July 3, 2009 (the Town is also named as the co-insured) for the 
Lucky Ducky Regatta.  Councilman Stanley seconded the motion which carried 
unanimously. 
 
Pirates on the Pungo Regatta:  July 17 – 19, 2009 Fundraiser Benefiting Pungo 
District Hospital 
Mayor O’Neal again recognized Ms. Arden Root, as Co-Chair of the Pirates on the Pungo 
Organization Committee.  Ms. Root, on behalf of this organization, requested use of 
Town property on E. Main Street (know as the former temporary Post Office site) as a 
temporary camping site for those participating in the Pirates on the Pungo Regatta with 
the Town being named as co-insured.   Councilman Carawan made the motion to approve 
the use of the former temporary Post Office site on E. Main Street by the Pirates on the 
Pungo Regatta participants for July 17 – 19, 2009 with the property being left as it was 
found.  Councilman Stanley seconded the motion which carried unanimously. 
 
Pirates on the Pungo Regatta – Erection of Banner 
Ms. Root stated that the sponsors for the Pirates on the Pungo Regatta would like to have 
a banner erected over Main Street in June to advertise this event.  Councilman Guy asked 
about conflicts this may have with advertising banners for the July 4th events.  Following 
some additional discussion, Councilman Pigott made the motion that Town Manager 
Leverett review the banner erection area and to work out a solution for advertising the 
July 4th activities and the Pirates on the Pungo function.  Councilman Guy seconded the 
motion which carried unanimously. 
 
Police Department – Radar Use 
Mayor O’Neal stated that per Councilman’s Guy’s request the Council would review the 
use of radar as it was now being used by the Chief only on a 90 days basis.  Councilman 
Guy stated that per his conversation with the Police Chief  the use of radar could be used 
to deter speeding in Belhaven and asked that there be no restrictions on the continued use 
of radar by the Police Department.  Councilman Stanley stated that he does not like the 
use of radar as it can be used to harass people.  Councilman Moore stated that the Chief 
can not use it all day and he would be concerned with the use of the radar from other 
officers.  Mayor O’Neal stated that speeding could be controlled in other ways.  
Councilman Pigott suggested that the radar be used with warning tickets, by the Chief 
only, but felt that the policy should remain as is and to re-evaluate at a later date.  
Councilman Carawan made the motion to table the discussion concerning the use of radar 
with no restriction, but to continue with use by the Chief only with warning tickets being 
issued.  Councilman Moore seconded the motion.  Councilman Guy voted against the 
motion which carried 4 to 1. 
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Town Manager’s Report 
Town Manager Leverett reported briefly on the following items:  A) Department of 
Transportation – Minutes on Bridge B3611 – met in Raleigh on April 16, 2009 and the 
Town of Belhaven expressed an interest in leaving the causeway on the Belhaven side of 
the Pantego Creek Bridge – being reviewed by CAMA; B) Breakwater Replacement – 
announced that the Town of Belhaven has been funded for the breakwater replacement 
through the Army Corps of Engineers, Town Manger Leverett stated that John Paul 
Woodley, the Secretary to the US Department of the Army Corps of Engineers, thank-
you letter to him in process and C) Battalina Creek – the call of the bond in is process; 
Councilman Carawan stated that the properties needed mowing and asked Town Manager 
Leverett to contact the owners. 
 
Adjournment 
There being no further business, Mayor O’Neal declared the meeting adjourned at 7:27 
P.M.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
      ________________________________ 
Marie J. Adams    Steve Hall, Recording Secretary 
Town Clerk 
 
/MJA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Belhaven Town Council Meeting 
Minutes – May 11, 2009 

Regular Session 
 
 
 


