
Belhaven Town Council 
Special Called Meeting 

August 3, 2007 
 
 
Call to Order 
The Belhaven Town Council met in a Special Called Meeting on Friday, August 3, 2007 
at 10 A.M. in the Council Chambers at Town Hall.   Councilman Carawan handed Town 
Clerk Adams a letter from the Mayor which stated that he would not be attending due to 
advice from his attorney.   In the absence of Mayor Adam W. O’Neal; Mayor Pro-Tem 
George R. Ebron, Jr. presided over the meeting and called the meeting to order.  Council 
members present were:  Albert Baker, Dr. Charles O. Boyette, Steve W. Carawan and 
Cynthia M. Heath.  Town Manager Tim M. Johnson, Town Attorney Keith B. Mason and 
Town Clerk Marie J. Adams were also present. 
 
Purpose of Special Called Meeting 
The purpose of the meeting was for the Council to vote on a consent order concerning the 
lawsuit (request of public records) filed by Adam W. O’Neal, Mayor.  The lawsuit was 
filed against Town Manager Tim M. Johnson, Town Clerk Marie J. Adams and Council 
members:  Albert Baker, Dr. Charles O. Boyette, Mayor Pro-Tem George R. Ebron and 
Cynthia M. Heath.  
 
Attorney Mason stated that the Council needed to vote on the Consent Order to settle the 
lawsuit with Mayor O’Neal.  Councilman Carawan questioned “vote for what”?  
Attorney Mason stated that the Council needed to approve the Consent Order as a whole 
and payment of a portion of Mayor O’Neal’s attorney’s fees. 
 
Councilman Carawan stated that he could not see the Town (tax payers money) paying 
for the Mayor’s Attorney’s fees, when the Mayor was requesting public records.    
Councilwoman Heath stated that the Council wished to settle to keep from costing the tax 
payers additional money.  Councilwoman Heath stated that this type of action tarnishes 
the image of the Town and there was no need to carry this lawsuit any further.   
 
Councilman Carawan tried to re-hash the lawsuit several more times and was not 
recognized.  Town Attorney Mason stated that the purpose today was to end the lawsuit 
and that all details of the lawsuit had been hashed out in public meetings numerous times 
and now was not the time to rehash the lawsuit. 
 
Motion to Approve Consent Order 
There being no further discussion, Councilman Boyette made the motion to accept the 
following Consent Order, Councilwoman Heath seconded the motion.  Councilman 
Baker and Ebron voted in favor of the motion.  Councilman Carawan voted against the 
motion.  The motion carried 4 to 1. 
 
(Clerk’s Note:  Attached is signed copy of Consent Order )  Mayor O’Neal did not sign 
the document at the meeting but signed on Monday, August 6, 2006. 
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Adjournment 
There being no further business, Councilman Boyette made the motion to adjourn.  
Councilwoman Heath seconded the motion which carried unanimously.  The meeting 
adjourned at 10:10 A.M. 
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Repectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Marie J. Adams, CMC 
Town Clerk 


